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The portions of the Torah and Haphtorah which we read on every holiday were chosen by

our Rabbis with great care. In most instances they were chosen because they dealt with
the holiday in a significant way. Either because they explicitly instructed the people
how to celebrate the holiday or because they brought out the underlying spirit of the
holiday. The Torah portions that we read on the two days of Rosh Hashonna, though, do not
seem to meet either of these criteria., True in the Torah portion that we read on the
second day of Rosh Hashonna (which deals with the binding of Isaac - when G-d commanded
Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, and then at the last moment rescinded his command)
we read how Abraham sacrificed a ram in place of his son. And we do blow a rams horn on

Rosh Hashonna. But this connection seems very tenuous.

The Torah portion which we read on the first day of Rosh Hashonna deals with the birth of
Isaac, Ismael's display of mockery toward him, the expulsion of Ishmael and his mother,
Hagar, from Abraham's camp into the desert, G-d's saving them from the desert, and finally

Abraham's pact of peace with Abimekeh - a wily Philistine monarch.

In the portion of the Torah we read on the second day of Rosh Hashonna we read of G-d's
command to Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son, Isaac, of G-d's last minute intercession
to prevent this fulfilling this command, and about Abraham's relatives in Mesopotamia, who

married who, how many children each one had, what were their names, etc.

These two portions do not in any way seem to illuminate in any significant way the spirit
of Rosh Hashonna - the awe inspiring day of judgement. The day when G-d determines each
man and nations destiny for the coming year. A c¢loser look at these sedras, though, I

believe will show that our Rabbis chose wisely.

In the portion we read on the first day Hagar and Ismael are expelled from Abraham's camp
and forced to wander in the desert. They wander till their water is exhausted. Hagar
then in desperation throws her boy under a shrub and sits down some distance away - not

wanting to see her boy die. At this time an Angel of the Lord appears to'her and tells
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her not to fear, C-d has heard her boy's cry. Get up He tells her,.get a hold of the boy
and things will be alright. Hagar does this and immediately she perceives a well of water.

She and the boy are saved.

How often in reality does it happen today that some of the sons of Abraham (Ismael was
Abraham's son) are driven from the tents of Abraham. Either by external circumstances or
by choice and wander in the world without the benefit of any sort of Jewish education.
All too often the parents of these children despair, they look away from their children's
activities. They do not want to see their children stop being Jews - spirtually die. It
is then that we should take advantage of G-d's advice to Hagar - to get hold of the
children - to provide them with a proper Jewish education and educational facilities.
That is the only way Judaism, ours and our children's, will be saved. Our Rabbis tell us
that that well of water was always there beside Hagar, but in her anguish and desire not
to her son's plight. She didn't perceive the well. It was only after she actively tried

to positively help her son that she perceived the water and saved herself and her son.

This, too, I think, is the reason why we read on the second day the story of Isaac's
binding followed immediately by a recitation of some trivial affairs of Abraham's family.
Too many people, I'm afraid, think that great spiritual progress cam only come about if
they are called upon to make some supreme sacrifice or if they are overflowing with some
strange mystical experiemce. This flies in the face of all experience. True, at certain
times each of us face spiritual crisis as Abraham did here in this sedra but the real
strength of Abraham did not lie in facing and surmounting each of these crises but in

his daily living out each day's activity. Unfortunately, even after a spiritual crisis
is faced and surmounted problems do not end. Books, plays, and movies may end after a
crisis has been successfully surmounted but not life. It keeps going on. New crises will
come. And there is no guarantee that because we surmounted ﬁrevioua crises we will be
able to pass the new worlds. It is only by living well during the prosaic periods of

our life will we have the stremgth to overcome our next crises. By doing the little good

things in life. This, of course, Abraham did and this, I think, is what G-d's angel was
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telling Hagar. He said what's the matter with you, Hagar, don't fear, "Get up and hold
your boy." In other words take care of the prosaic things in life, make a start and the
bigger problems like spiritual death, Jewish assimilation will disappear. I hope that
you will all see to it that an adequate Jewish education in adequate facilities will be
given to every Jewish boy and girl in Lafayette. May you all be inscribed for a year of

life, health, and good deeds. L'shana Tova Tikosawu.




